
WINTERTHUR’S SEWELL C. BIGGS 
FURNITURE FORUM CELEBRATES A NEW 
YORK STATE OF MIND
Lectures, Workshops, and Tours Revel in the Splendor of the 
Empire State
WINTERTHUR, DELAWARE—Explore the regional and cultural diversity of New 
York furniture, discover creations of lesser known but immensely talented 
cabinetmakers, and immerse yourself in a celebration of furniture at the Sewell 
C. Biggs Winterthur Furniture Forum: From New Netherland to Empire State: 
New York Furniture.

The forum opens Wednesday, March 4, and closes Saturday, March 7, with five 
optional object workshops and an exhibition tour each day. Eight lectures will be 
offered on Thursday, March 5, and six lectures and three object presentations on 
Friday, March 6. All lectures will be held in Copeland Lecture Hall in Winterthur’s 
Visitor Center.

In assembling his furniture collection, Henry Francis du Pont created a world-class 
destination for viewing New York furniture in all of its splendid variety. Russell 
Shorto, one of the expert lecturers who will speak at Furniture Forum, said New 
Yorkers created a place “unlike any other, either in the North American colonies 
or anywhere else” through the landscapes they shaped and the buildings and 
furniture they made.

The conference, sponsored in part by Freeman’s, is $375 for Members of 
Winterthur and nonprofit professionals; $435 for nonmembers; and $250 for 
students and graduates within the past five years with valid student ID. The 
fee includes Thursday and Friday lectures, lunches, and coffee breaks; and a 
Thursday evening reception. Wednesday and Saturday workshops and tours are 
an additional $75.

Registration forms, available at http://www.winterthur.org/furnitureforum, 
can be mailed with payment to Winterthur Information and Tours Office, 5105 
Kennett Pike, Winterthur, Delaware 19735. Registration forms can be faxed to 
302.888.4953, and also can be completed by calling 800.448.3883.

* * *

Winterthur—known worldwide for its preeminent collection of American 
decorative arts, naturalistic gardens, and research library for the study of 
American art and material culture—offers a variety of tours, exhibitions, 
programs, and activities throughout the year. General admission includes a tour 
of some of the most notable spaces in the 175-room house, as well as access 
to the Winterthur Garden and Galleries, special exhibitions, a narrated tram 
tour (weather permitting), the Campbell Collection of Soup Tureens, and the 
Enchanted Woods children’s garden. $20 adults; $18 for students and seniors; $5 
for ages 2–11. Tickets are valid for two consecutive days.

Museum hours are 10:00 am to 5:00 pm, Tuesday–Sunday. Winterthur, located 
on Route 52, six miles northwest of Wilmington, Delaware, and five miles south 
of U.S. Route 1, is closed Mondays (except during Yuletide), Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas Day. Winterthur is committed to accessible programming for all. For 
information, including special services, call 800.448.3883, 302.888.4600, or TTY 
302.888.4907, or visit www.winterthur.org.
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