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What’s New Now

UD Botanic Gardens Spring Plant Sale catalog available

The 26th University of Delaware Botanic Gardens Spring Plant Sale will offer
large flowered dogwoods (Cornus) as the featured shrub group and Hosta as the
herbaceous featured plant. The plant sale catalog can be viewed in two formats,
both available on the home page of UDBG’s website at http://ag.udel.edu/udbg/.
One is downloadable and the other is an interactive catalog, or flip version.

Plant sale patrons and current members will also receive a color copy of the
catalog in the mail in March. The Spring Plant Sale preview lecture will be 7 p.m.
April 4. Dr. Robert Lyons and UDBG Director John Frett will give an illustrated talk
about both perennial and woody plants that will be offered at the sale. Admission
is $10. A guided walk of the highlights of the plant sale will be 4:30 p.m. April 1l,
with Frett leading the walk. Admission is $10.

The Patron Reception and Plant Sale will be at 6 p.m. April 25. RSVP is required
and opened to those who have contributed $185 and more to support UDBG’s Stu-
dent Programs. The sale will be open only to members on April 26, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
It is open to the public April 27 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and April 28 from 9:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. For more information, call (302) 831-0153 or email mzoehrer@udel.edu.

Celebrity birthdays

Thursday: Actor Robert Clary (“Ho-
gan’s Heroes”) is 92. Singer Harry Bela-
fonte is 91. Actor Robert Conrad is 83.
Singer Mike D’Abo of Manfred Mann is
74. Singer Roger Daltrey of The Who is
74. Actor Dirk Benedict (“The A Team”) is
73. Actor-director Ron Howard is 64.
Country singer Janis Gill (aka Janis Oli-
ver Cummins) of Sweethearts of the Ro-
deo is 64. Actress Catherine Bach (“The
Dukes of Hazzard”) is 63. Actor Tim Daly
is 62. Singer-musician Jon Carroll (Star-
land Vocal Band) is 61. Actor Bryan Batt
(“Mad Men”) is 55. Actor Maurice Benard
(“General Hospital”) is 55. Actor Russell
Wong is 55. Actor Chris Eigeman (“Gil-
more Girls”) is 53. Actor John David Cul-
lum (“Glory”) is 52. Actor George Eads
(“CSI”) is 51. Actor Javier Bardem is 49.
Actor Jack Davenport is 45. Guitarist
Ryan Peake of Nickelback is 45. Actor
Mark-Paul Gosselaar is 44. Actor Jensen
Ackles is 40. TV host Donovan Patton is
40. Actress Lupita Nyong’o is 35. Singer Kesha is 31. Singer Justin Bieber is 24.

Friday: Actor John Cullum (“Northern Exposure”) is 88. Author Tom Wolfe is
88. Actress Barbara Luna is 79. Author John Irving is 76. Actress Cassie Yates is
67. Actress Laraine Newman (“Saturday Night Live”) is 66. Singer Jay Osmond of
The Osmonds is 63. Singer John Cowsill of The Cowsills is 62. Singer Larry Stew-
art of Restless Heart is 59. Singer Jon Bon Jovi is 56. Blues singer Alvin Young-
blood Hart is 55. Actor Daniel Craig is 50. Actor Richard Ruccolo (“Legit” “Two
Guys, a Girl and a Pizza Place”) is 46. Singer Chris Martin of Coldplay is 41. Actress
Heather McComb (“The Event,” “Party of Five”) is 41. Actress Rebel Wilson) is 38.
Actress Bryce Dallas Howard is 37. Guitarist Mike “McDuck” Olson of Lake Street
Dive is 35. Actor Robert Iler (“The Sopranos”) is 33. Actress Nathalie Emmanuel
(“Game of Thrones”) is 29. Singer-rapper-actress Becky G is 21.

St. Nicholas hosts Shroud of Turin starting today

The Shroud of Turin Exhibit returns today to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Wilmington. It closes March 13. The Authentic Vatican Replica will be on
exhibit Mondays through Fridays from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m., and Sundays from noon to 5 p.m. Admission is free. The long linen cloth bears
a faint image of a bearded, crucified man with bloodstains that match the wounds
of Jesus Christ. It has been preserved and revered as the actual burial cloth of
Christ. Guides will be available to answer questions, and a DVD presentation on the
history and science of the shroud will be show in the church all during exhibit hours.
Groups are welcome by appointment only. Please contact the church at
stnicholas2@verizon.net or call (302) 762-5511. The church is at 800-801 West Lea
Blvd., Wilmington.

Winterthur reopens today for the season

Winterthur Museum, Library and Gardens reopen today after being closed for
the winter, just in time for the early bulb displays of the March Bank, an exhibit
focused on Honus Wagner and Sports Memorabilia and a spring show of follies in
the garden. Point-to-Point tickets also go on sale today.

The early spring plants will be celebrated at Back to the Bend March 10 from 10
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., which includes a lecture, garden tour and special sale of rare and
unusual plants. This year’s featured speaker is Peter Zale, curator and plant breeder
at Longwood Gardens, at 11 a.m. Admission is $20 and registration is required. The
tour is at 1 p.m. and the plant sale is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“Eye on the Iconic: Honus Wagner and Sports Memorabilia” opens March 9 and
runs through June 17. It will feature a famed 1909-11 Honus Wagner T206 baseball
card—one of the rarest and most iconic of all sports-related objects. It is widely
considered the “holy grail” of baseball cards; one set a new world-record price for a
baseball card, selling for $3.12 million in 2016. The card in this exhibit is from the
New York Public Library, and will be displayed alongside a “Hans Wagner” cigar box
label from the Winterthur Library collection. 

Eye on the Iconic focuses on one item. In the fall, it featured the iconic replica
coronation gown of Elizabeth II from Netflix’s “The Crown.”

Then, starting April an exhibit of 13 follies — whimsical and classic garden struc-
tures — starts in Winterthur’s first outdoor exhibit, “Follies: Architectural Whimsy
in the Garden.” It will include a needle’s eye in a pond, a Greek temple in the garden,
Ottoman tent sitting on a hill and a Gothic-inspired tower.

A folly is a structure placed in a garden or landscape, built primarily for deco-
ration, but suggesting through its appearance some other purpose.

Share your news tips

If you have a news tip, event or human interest story, contact Betsy Price at
302-324-2884 or beprice@delawareonline.com. Events for calendars may be en-
tered at delawareonline.com by clicking on “things to do” in the vertical bar to the
left of the page. When the calendar page opens, on the second line you will find
“+add your event.” Click there, and a form will open that enables the user to fill in
the blocks. If you’d like to alert us that the event is coming in hopes of coverage,
email events@delawareonline.com or beprice@delawareonline.com. If you can-
not input the events, email information to events@delawareonline.com or mail
them to Newsroom calendar, 950 W. Basin Road, New Castle, DE 19720. 

Cheyenne Spirit Echinacea is one of the plants available at the annual Univer-
sity of Delaware Botanic Gardens Spring Plant Sale. COURTESY OF ROBERT LYONS

Lupita Nyong’o is 35 today. INVISION/AP

Bermudagrass is a warm season
grass, so it will not start growing until
late spring. It cannot be controlled with
a pre–emergent since its roots are alive
and ready to burst into action with
warm soil temperatures. 

It cannot really be controlled with a
selective herbicide either since there is
very little difference between bermuda-
grass and the desirable grass in your
lawn — except you like one and dislike
the other. For bermudagrass, we recom-
mend spot treatment with a systemic
herbicide that is non-selective (like gly-
phosate).

They also mention clover and other
weeds. Clover is not an annual, so a pre–
emergent herbicide will not control it.
Instead, use a broadleaf herbicide spe-
cific for clover control (MCPP will work)
once the clover is green and growing,
but still young and susceptible to chem-
ical control. 

When you use selective herbicides,
you must know which weed you are
controlling. For example 2,4-D products
will control dandelions but not clover.

The best strategy for controlling
weeds and maintaining a healthy lawn
is to promote healthy turfgrass growth.
Fertilize modestly, if at all, in the spring.
Cut your grass at the appropriate height
and frequency. Don’t remove more than
one-third of the leaf blade at any single
mowing.

So, if you have a fescue lawn and you
want to maintain it at a height of 3 inch-

es, cut the grass when it reaches 4 1⁄2
inches removing 1 1⁄2 inches (one-third of
the leaf blade). 

By following these guidelines, your
grass is able to catch light and photo-
synthesize, producing its own food for
healthy growth. Always use a sharp

mower blade. Control weeds when they
are young so they do not take over. 

Finally, apply most or all of the fertil-
izer required by your lawn in the fall (be-
tween late August and mid-October). 

If you want to learn all about manag-
ing a healthy lawn, go to the Delaware

Livable Lawns website at www.delawa-
relivablelawns.org.

Delaware Gardener is written by Sue
Barton, associated professor at the Uni-
versity of Delaware. Email questions to
delawaregardener@udel.edu. Personal
replies are not possible.

Clean, healthy turfgrass at a sod farm in southern Delaware.  Buy healthy turf and keep it healthy with proper care to avoid
the need for weed control. COURTESY OF SUSAN BARTON

Lawn care
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