Approximately 250,000 Period Items Portraying 19th- and 20th- Century Victorian
and Edwardian Life Represent Major Strategic Enrichment for Winterthur
Winterthur, DE—Winterthur announces the largest single gift purchase in its history
with the addition of the John and Carolyn Grossman Collection, one of the most
comprehensive archives of period graphic ephemera ever to have been assembled.
On loan to Winterthur since 2008, the Grossman Collection represents approximately
250,000 vividly colored, printed items, called ephemera, portraying life in America
from 1820 to 1920. Ephemera represents a host of materials designed to circulate in
society for only a brief time, including greeting cards, product labels, baseball cards,
postcards, scrapbooks, calendars, paper dolls, sheet music, event tickets, and more.
"Since printed ephemera typically lasts for such a short time, the Grossmans have
performed a heroic task in saving so much of it and making it available to the public
through the Winterthur Library," said E. Richard McKinstry, Winterthur Library Director
and Andrew W. Mellon Senior Librarian. "Images portrayed on ephemera are sometimes
the only ones to have survived that document life in America and other countries a
century and more ago."
The collection documents the methods of lithography and chromolithography and all
they represented visually from the early 19th through the early 20th centuries. Images
portray the customs, attitudes, and ideals of Victorian and Edwardian life: innocent
children, garden-fresh flowers, romantic couples, holiday traditions, fashionable
women, anthropomorphic animals, and cigar-smoking gentlemen.
Among the collection's treasures is the first commercially produced Christmas card,
printed in 1843 in England, along with its printer's proof. The Grossmans also saved
the extraordinary archive of the George Schlegel Lithographic Company, a 19th-and
20th-century business in New York City that specialized in printing cigar box labels.
Winterthur has showcased the collection in its library exhibitions and in the museum's
Yuletide displays. It has been a magnet for students and researchers, especially those
interested in Winterthur's Research Fellowship Program. The graphic materials also
have been used successfully in Winterthur's licensing and marketing efforts.
McKinstry said that having the Grossman Collection permanently housed at Winterthur
further solidifies the library's status as a center for advanced research.
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Winterthur—known worldwide for its
preeminent collection of American
decorative arts, naturalistic garden,
and research library for the study of
American art and material culture—
offers a variety of tours, exhibitions,
programs, and activities throughout the
year. General admission includes a tour
of some of the most notable spaces in
the 175-room house, as well as access
to the Winterthur Garden and Galleries,
special exhibitions, a narrated tram
tour (weather permitting), the Campbell
Collection of Soup Tureens, and the
Enchanted Woods children’s garden.
$18 adults; $16 for students and
seniors; $5 for ages 2–11. Tickets are
valid for two consecutive days.
Museum hours
10 am–5 pm, Tuesday–Sunday
Winterthur, located on Route 52, six
miles northwest of Wilmington,
Delaware, and five miles south of U.S.
Route 1, is closed Mondays (except
during Yuletide), Thanksgiving, and
Christmas Day.
Winterthur is committed to accessible
programming for all. For information,
including special services, call
800.448.3883, 302.888.4600, or TTY
302.888.4907, or visit winterthur.org.
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"Winterthur is deeply grateful to John and Carolyn Grossman for making this remarkable collection available not only to scholars,
Winterthur staff, and our visitors, but also to thousands of researchers, who can now access these materials through the Winterthur
Library online," McKinstry said.
Dr. Katherine C. Grier, a University of Delaware history professor, said the collection enhances Winterthur's holdings enough to seal
its reputation as having "the number one research library in the country for the study of visual culture in America between the 1860s
and 1920s." Grier, a former member of Winterthur's Academic Programs Department, said the collection gives Winterthur sufficient
depth to serve as an unparalleled resource on topics such as the history of printing technology, the history of graphic design, and
the history of advertising and marketing.
In relation to social and cultural history, the collection can be mined for information on such topics as: evolving ideals of domestic
life; the construction of race and ethnicity; the changing nature of gender identity; the history of sexuality; the history of leisure and
sport; the history of childhood; and such topics as foodways, popular medicine, and dress.
To learn more about Winterthur's Grossman Collection, please visit winterthur.org.
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